Private equity team of the year
WINNER

Freshﬁelds
Bruckhaus Deringer
David Higgins; Simon Weller
Acting on the multi-billion pound take-private of Tomkins
In a year that saw private equity return to some semblance of normality,
Freshﬁelds was never far from the leading deals. It picked up major
mandates for the likes of Warburg Pincus, CVC Capital Partners and
Cinven. However it was the eye-catching £2.9bn take-private of Tomkins,
the UK-listed global engineering group, by Canadian private equity ﬁrm
(L-R) Freshﬁelds’ Simon Weller and David Higgins with Naveen Tuli of
Onex, alongside the Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB), that
Laurence Simons
stood out.
Canadian investors were particularly active in Europe throughout 2010 and this deal marked the ﬁrst UK investment for Onex,
as well as being the largest take-private of the year. It also signalled a change of direction for CPPIB as it moved to being a principal
investor in deals. It’s telling that, when it looked to change tack, it turned to Freshﬁelds for deal advice.

HIGHLY COMMENDED
ASHURST
Simon Beddow; David Carter
Ashurst’s long-held relationship with Candover paid
dividends this year when it advised the buyout house,
as the major shareholder, on the sale of its stake in
Ontex. The ﬁrm co-ordinated all the shareholders,
lender groups and their respective law ﬁ rms in the
deal, which ran as a dual-track process.

In a year that saw private equity
return to normality, Freshﬁelds was
never far from the leading deals.
CLIFFORD CHANCE
Kem Ihenacho
An impressive year for the buyout experts at Clifford
Chance was capped off when it represented Bridgepoint
on its £414m take-private of Care UK. The deal was one
of the ﬁrst private equity deals in the current cycle to
take advantage of high-yield debt ﬁnancing.

LINKLATERS
Ian Bagshaw
The Magic Circle ﬁrm’s private equity team continues
to go from strength to strength and 2010 was no
exception. Bagshaw led a team which advised Triton
on its acquisition, alongside KKR, of Ambea, the
Nordic provider of care services for €850m. Linklaters

24 Legal Business Awards 2011

LBAS11 p24-25 Private Equity.ind24 24

handled the acquisition, the ﬁnancing and the
consortium equity arrangements.

SJ BERWIN
Steven Davis
SJ Berwin’s private equity pedigree remains one of its
shining lights. The team worked on some of the most
signiﬁcant transactions of the year, including advising
Apax Partners on the sale of a stake in its business to
China Investment Corporation and acting for Lion
Capital on its £1.2bn buyout of Picard Surgelés.

TRAVERS SMITH
Phil Sanderson
In an outstanding year for Travers’ private equity
team, the ﬁrm advised Intermediate Capital Group
and George Topco on their £400m investment in CPA
Global, using one of the ﬁrst schemes of arrangement
to be completed in Jersey. As well as the CPA deal, the
ﬁrm acted on an impressive deal sheet, which included
advising Bridgepoint on both its £955m sale of Pets at
Home to KKR and the acquisition of Hobbycraft.

WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES
Marco Compagnoni
The only US ﬁrm to make the shortlist, Weil had a
role on a number of the leading buyout deals of 2010.
In a clear highlight for the practice, the ﬁrm acted for
Advent International and Bain Capital on the £2.025bn
buyout of RBS’s Global Merchant Services business.
Compagnoni’s team came into the process at an early
stage allowing them to get involved at every level of the
deal with a team of 30 lawyers in London and Boston.

Award sponsored by Laurence Simons
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Congratulations
Freshﬁelds Bruckhaus
Deringer
$POHSBUVMBUJPOT UP 'SFTIæFMET #SVDLIBVT %FSJOHFS PO XJOOJOH UIF 1SJWBUF
&RVJUZ5FBNPGUIF:FBSBXBSE
*UJTJOEFFEBGBOUBTUJDBDIJFWFNFOUBOEBU-BVSFODF4JNPOT XFnEMJLFUPUIJOL
XFIBWFIBETJNJMBSTVDDFTTFT
*OFWFSZUIJOHXFEPXFUBLFBUBJMPSFEBOEUBSHFUFEBQQSPBDI NPVMEJOHPVS
TFSWJDFTBDDPSEJOHMZ8FBSFOPUBGSBJEUPHPBHBJOTUUIFHSBJOJGJUNFBOTUIBU
XFæOEUIFSJHIUSPMFGPSPVSDBOEJEBUFTBOEQSPWJEFBCFTQPLFTFSWJDFUPPVS
DMJFOUT
8F UBLF QSJEF JO PVS GSFTI BQQSPBDI BOE JU TFFNT UP XPSL 4P NVDI TP
UIBU BMNPTU BMM PG PVS XPSL JT CBTFE VQPO QSFWJPVT TVDDFTT BOE QFSTPOBM
SFDPNNFOEBUJPOT
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QMFBTFEPHFUJOUPVDI
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